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Dr. H. Thomas Temple 

“Greater Fort Lauderdale is poised to become a technology and biotech 
hub for South Florida and beyond. With the opening of NSU’s Center for 

Collaborative Research and other new and expanding technology ventures 
in the area, our community will reap the benefits of startups and established 

high-tech companies expanding and creating tomorrow’s technologies, 
today, all resulting in high-paying jobs and innovative discoveries.”
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Skilled talent is one of the region’s biggest competitive 
advantages. Greater Fort Lauderdale ranks among the 
top 50 U.S. tech talent markets, and there are nearly 
80,000 information and communication technology 
workers in South Florida. The IT workforce is 
growing steadily as newcomers move to the region 
are joined by graduates of the 40-plus colleges and 
universities offering technology-related programs. 
 From a statewide perspective, Florida ranks 
third in the nation in technology establishments and 
third in the export of high-tech products, according 
to Enterprise Florida, the state’s public-private 
partnership for economic development. 

A Leader in Innovation
South Florida has remained at the forefront of 
information technology innovation since the birth 
of the IBM PC in South Florida in the early 1980s 
and “Simon,” the first smartphone a decade later.  
Today, the region’s technology assets continue to 
attract global companies, along with successful 
“home-grown” businesses and innovative start-ups.  
These IT companies enjoy a privileged position 
on the global telecommunications map, with 
convenient access to a major Internet Network 
Access Point (NAP), fiber optic connections and 
high-speed data links to Latin America, Europe and 
the rest of the globe. 

A Focus on Collaboration
Collaboration is another key to the success of the 
region’s technology sector. One of the Alliance’s 
technology initiatives is the development of 
techgateway.org with information and news 
about this growing industry cluster along with 
other materials about South Florida technology 
companies and academic institutions, including a 
map of technology companies located in the region. 
 The South Florida Technology Alliance 
(southfloridatech.org) also promotes the growth, 
success and awareness of the South Florida 
technology community hosting events like the 

annual “ITPalooza.” In conjunction with partners 
like the Alliance, SFTA helps connect companies, 
academia, capital resources and government to 
help ensure the immediate and future success of 
technology-related interests in South Florida.
 Other groups working to grow the South Florida 
technology cluster include Technology Foundation 
of the Americas, which organizes eMerge Americas 
Techweek, iCoast, CIO Council, Gold Coast 
Venture Capital Association and Mobile Technology 
Consortium. 
 Greater Fort Lauderdale’s many other IT assets 
include a warm climate for creative activities, 
convenient access to world markets, and public-
private partnerships that turn research discoveries 
into commercial products.  It’s an ideal location to 
“work in the cloud, live in the sun.”™

A Diverse IT Cluster
Throughout the Greater Fort Lauderdale region, 
innovative IT companies are making their mark on 
the technology sector while gaining new customers in 
their chosen markets.  Key players include:
•  ARM recently purchased Wicentric, a Bluetooth® 
Smart stack and profile provider, and Sunrise Micro 
Devices in Deerfield Beach  ARM is the world’s 
leading semiconductor IP company, developing 
and licensing technology at the heart of many of 
the digital electronics devices sold each year, from 
smartphones and tablets to sensors and servers. 
•  BlackBerry, a worldwide designer and 
manufacturer of wireless communications devices 
and services, has an R&D facility in Sunrise.
•  Citrix, a “homegrown” IT company that is 
transforming how people, businesses and IT work 
and collaborate in the cloud era.  With market-
leading cloud, collaboration, networking and 

virtualization technologies, Citrix 
powers mobile work styles and 
cloud services, making complex 
enterprise IT simpler and more 

Strategically situated in the heart of Florida’s largest technology community, 
Greater Fort Lauderdale is an attractive choice for mobile, cloud, collaboration, 

cybersecurity and other technology companies.

The technology sector is big business with a long history 
of innovation in Greater Fort Lauderdale

Work in the Cloud. Live in the Sun.
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accessible for more than 400,000 
enterprises. Since its founding in 
Fort Lauderdale in 1989, Citrix 
has grown to $3.14 billion annual 
revenue.
•  e-Builder, a pioneer in 
fully integrated, cloud-
based construction program 
management software for owners.
•  Eyecast, a Sunrise-based global 
leader in cloud-based video 
surveillance service for residential 
and business customers. 
•  FoxConn, which manufactures 
wireless communication, computer 
and consumer electronics products 
in its Sunrise facility.
•  iCare.com LLC, a Fort 
Lauderdale company that provides 
secure access to cloud-based 
electronic health records solutions.
•  Magic Leap, a cutting-edge 
company developing “mixed 
reality” interfaces and software, 
drew a massive $542 million initial 
venture investment in 2015, led by 
Google and including Qualcomm 
and Legendary Pictures. This 
was followed up by an additional $793 million round 
of funding led by Alibaba group in early 2016. The 
two funding deals rank as two of the biggest venture 
capital deals in history. With hundreds of “Leapers,” 
as they call their employees, already on board, the 
company is currently upgrading a 260,000-square-foot 
headquarters facility in Plantation.
•  Microsoft Latin America, regional headquarters 
for the technology giant, has been located in Fort 
Lauderdale since 1994. Latin America is Microsoft’s 
fastest-growing market, serving more than 46 
countries and territories, all managed from its offices 
in Fort Lauderdale.
•  Motorola, whose Plantation facility developed an 
advanced two-way portable radio for use by police, fire 
rescue and other first responders. The group is part of 
Motorola’s Enterprise Mobility Solutions division.

•  Peak 10 Data Center Solutions, 
which has a centrally located 
66,000-square-foot data center – 
one of the region’s largest Category 

5 rated commercial facilities.
•  ProcessMAP Corporation, a 
web-based software and service 
provider that is expanding in 
Sunrise. 

•  Prolexic Technologies, a provider of cyber security 
services for global enterprises and government 
agencies. The Hollywood company is now part of 
Akamai, a global leader in content delivery network 
services.
•  ReStockIt.com, an online retailer of restaurant, 
janitorial and office supplies based in Davie.
•  SATO Global Solutions develops customized 
solutions leveraging Internet of Things technologies 
to a diverse range of industries including retail and 
healthcare. SATO Global Solutions is a new subsidiary 
of Tokyo-based multinational SATO Holdings, which 
invented the first thermal transfer barcode printer in 
the early 1980s, and chose Fort Lauderdale in 2015 to 
launch the company.
•  ServusXchange, LLC, a Pompano Beach company 
whose flagship product, MyOnlineToolbox, brings 
business innovations to contractors who repair and 
remodel homes.
•  SpeedETab, a mobile ordering and mobile payments 
company used by restaurants, cafes and venues in Fort 
Lauderdale, Miami and New York allows consumers to 
order and pay from a mobile phone.
•  Sunera, a Sunrise-based provider of IT and data risk 
consulting services. 
•  Ultimate Software, a leading provider of cloud-
based human resources software, headquartered 
in Weston with offices in Canada, Georgia and 
California, the United Kingdom and Singapore, and 
has more than 2,800 employees.  Ultimate’s UltiPro 
software delivers human resources, payroll, talent, 
compensation, and time and labor management 
solutions, connecting people with the information 
and resources needed to work more effectively. The 
company is consistently ranked in the top 25 on 
FORTUNE magazine’s list of 100 Best Companies to 
Work For, and in 2016 was named the #1 Large Tech 
Workplace in the nation by FORTUNE.

What Tech 
Executives Say 
About Greater 
Fort Lauderdale 
“We were very excited to expand 
in Fort Lauderdale, taking 
advantage of South Florida’s 
technology talent pool and 
outstanding quality of life.” 

- Michael Beedles, president of  
SATO Global Solutions and head of 
SATO’s North American operations

 
“Most people think of Greater
Fort Lauderdale as a great place
to visit, and it is. We think of it as
home and the place where we’ve 
been named the #1 Best Large 
Workplace in Technology by 
FORTUNE.”  

- Adam Rogers, chief technology 
officer, Ultimate Software

“Here at Magic Leap we are 
creating a new world where digital 
and physical realities seamlessly 
blend together to enable amazing 
new experiences. This investment 
will accelerate bringing our new 
Mixed Reality Lightfield experience 
to everyone.”  

- Rony Abovitz, founder 
and CEO of Magic Leap

 “We have experienced a 
significant expansion in the region 
and it is our priority to make a 
real impact on the people and 
the communities in which we 
operate.” 

- Hernán Rincón, president of  
Microsoft Latin America
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